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ABSTRACT

As China’s rural populations age, the number of aged, especially the
oldest-old, livinglonger lives in poor health, is increasing, posing a major
challenge to China’s health care system. Using data from the Sample
Survey on the Aged Population in Urban and Rural China, conducted
by the China Research Center on Aging in 2006, this article has found
that the rural aged population suffers poor health. Meeting the aged
care needs will be an important focus of government work and will also
be a’hot’issue for all of society. In modern rural China, informal support
mainly consists of family support, which plays an important role in
providing caring support for the elderly. However, social trends suggest
that there will be fewer family members, smaller families and increasing
migration to urban areas by members of the young rural generation,
all of which will decrease the levels of care available from families. This
paper discusses the creation of a new aged care system, which requires
the cooperation of individuals, families, community, government and
society in order to improve living conditions for China’s aged people
living in rural areas.
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